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Welcome to ASJ 2.0. As the “2.0” implies in the 
youngster’s lingo, we’ve improved the design to 
make things a bit more understandable in terms 

of  layout and flow. Also with this edition, we’ve officially 
incorporated missile defense operations into our coverage. 
While the name of  our publication remains the ASJ, we are 
now the professional journal for both Space and Missile 
Defense operations. This means that we print articles hav-
ing to do with both disciplines. We continue to have four 
basic sections: Leadership columns, renamed “The Leading 
Edge”; professional and technical articles, renamed “Talking 
Shop”; Army space cadre training and management informa-
tion, remaining as “Tip of  the Sphere”; and lighter articles 
more focused on people and events in our community, still 
named “The Flipside”. Hopefully, our design makes it clearer 
why some appear upside down in this last section. We began 
flipping the content for “The Flipside” in 2004 to help dis-
tinguish the human-interest articles from traditional journal-
type writings.

The point of  ASJ 2.0 is that we want this publication to 
be for you, the reader interested in Army Space and Missile 
Defense information. We realize this is a two-way street, 
so we will continue to make refinements based upon what 
we hear from readers. We consider the ASJ as a hybrid of  
sorts because it has two missions. As many of  you know, 
we began the publication in 2001 when the Functional Area 
40 for space operations officers was first coming together 
and the beginnings of  the space cadre concept in the Army 
sprung up. So, one of  the missions is to provide the profes-
sional journal forum for Army Space and Missile Defense 
professionals – authorized under Army Regulation 25-30. 
The second is more on the journalistic side to inform a 
larger audience of  issues on Space and Missile Defense 
operations – authorized under Army Regulation 360-1. To 
highlight this second mission, we’ve added a new feature to 
“The Flipside” in our latest re-make – leader notes from the 
1st Space Brigade and 100th Missile Defense Brigade.

This combination of  missions is a key consideration 
about the purpose of  the publication. We want the Army 
to know about Space. When we began the publication we 
wanted the ASJ to be a part of  the communication effort to 

help people understand the contributions of  Space capabilities 
to national security efforts, and we still do. And that’s the prob-
lem that still lies behind the madness: The Army doesn’t know 
much about space. In our defense for that matter, though, the 
world doesn’t know much about it. It is almost like the man 
behind the curtain – nobody really cares about the man or the 
process as long as people in the theater can hear the voice and 
enjoy the show. With Space, all the information that is derived 
and processed in or transmitted through sensors and satellites is 
very much appreciated and, more importantly, depended upon. 
The tremendous work to keep these systems viable and work-
ing, though, is pretty much taken for granted.

So the idea is to put together a classy publication – an 
informative one – that you can share with your family, co-work-
ers, friends and bosses to help define our community. We want 
to give you a tool that does more than inform you and con-
tinue the dialogue amongst ourselves on the critical missions in 
Space and Missile Defense. We want this to be a tool you can 
use to help raise awareness in our Army and military about the 
critical role that Space-based capabilities play for the Army in 
our national security work. Frankly, we are proud of  our legacy 
established in ASJ 1.0 as it reflected the more important space 
legacy fostered in our community over the last ten years our 
nation has been engaged in combat. So, as we move into the 
future, we want to take the step forward.

It’s not a bad time to do this renewal of  our publication 
as the Army has selected this year to begin a focus on the 
Profession of  Arms. To kick it off, we focused this edition on 
the people side of  Space and Missile Defense, primarily non-
commissioned officer perspectives of  our business as a profes-
sion. Think about what our communities have done over the last 
decade of  combat. Today, the 100th Missile Defense Brigade 
operates a ground-based missile defense system that our nation 
depends upon – a Space force application system that was not 
in place in 2001. Today, the 1st Space Brigade is organized to 
deliver assured Space force enhancement capabilities – not only 
early missile warning and satellite control for communications, 
but on-the-ground assistance from the Army Space Support 
Teams and Commercial Imagery Teams. Consider the opera-
tional capabilities such as Friendly Force Tracking, Wideband 
Global Satellite and Geographic Intelligence that reside within 
the USASMDC/ARSTRAT staff. And consider the leadership 
in space applied by our Space Support Elements and FA40s 
assigned to combat units. These are all high-level, no-fail capa-
bilities matured and provided by our special community.

The key word that is often missed about these capabilities 
is that they’re assured – the Warfighter doesn’t have to guess on 
whether or not they will be there when needed. Highlighting 
this, the Space Cadre Steering Committee recently identified 
three critical factors impacting the Space business today. First, 
the Army is an aggressive customer of  the Space capabilities 
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Mike howard Just heard the news that Colonel Tim 
Coffin made the BG selection list! I think all his friends 
should throw him a surprise facebook party! 
May 24 at 2:47 pm • Comment • Like

Mike howard Heard an interesting concept for 
a series of articles to consider for the Army Space 
Journal. It looks at war theory as it developed over 
the centuries and correlating ideas about it with 
today’s space domain. Such as Sun Tzu on Space 
... Clausewitz on Space ... Sounds fun ... there really 
isn’t a well developed space theory that adequately 
explains how space today contributes to national 
security objectives. 
May 24 at 2:47 pm • Comment • Like

Shelly Stellwagen Actually, it’s pretty simple. 
Take the high ground :-) Don’t forget to read the Tao 
of Pooh and the Te of Piglet while prepping for this 
series. Can’t wait to read it. 
May 13 at 8:00 am • Comment • Like

Mike howard See! Space matters!

Big Red 1 Soldier throws out first pitch via satellite for 
NY Mets Memorial Day game www.army.mil Members 
of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, 
Task Force Duke, gathered together to help throw 
the first pitch live via satellite from Afghanistan during 
pre-game ceremonies, before the Mets took on the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in a Memorial Day evening game.

June 2 at 2:00 pm • Comment • Like

provided by the U.S. Air Force and other agen-
cies. The ground force depends upon critical Space 
capabilities so that it can shoot, move, communi-
cate, collect intelligence – these must be assured for 
the fight. Second, the Army cannot accept degrada-
tion or regression of  Space capabilities in the cur-
rent congested, competitive, and contested Space 
environment. Third, the Army must continually 
adapt and innovate in order to maintain its com-
petitive advantage in Space.

We intend to look deeper into these systems in 
our Fall edition.

Finally, in the spirit of  ASJ 2.0, we’ll explore 
Space theory in future editions. Many people have 
indicated that military Space has advanced in the 
last ten years of  combat, but literature on the topic 
hasn’t kept pace. Also, one challenge facing our 
military communities is that their discussion about 
national military power in the Space domain has 
really not advanced much beyond a few efforts in 
the 20th Century. And, from a strategic commu-
nication perspective, this is probably a major rea-
son why there is a lack of  understanding of  Space 
value in both the general population and in the mil-
itary. Considering theory on land power, sea power, 
and air power, the question about Space power is 
whether or not it is simply something that enables 
the other domains or is it a power in and of  itself ? 
So what would Clausewitz say if  Space capabilities 
existed in his time? Sun Tzu? Jomini?

Food for thought – we look to discuss these 
in upcoming editions. If  you have thoughts about 
these, please let us know. 
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