
Tip of the Sphere

Army Space Journal     Fall 200434

ETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, 
Colo. — COL Jeffrey C. Horne 
became the new deputy commander 

for operations of  U.S. Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command and U.S. Army Forces 
Strategic Command (SMDC/ARSTRAT) in 
a welcome ceremony in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., June 30. 
 “What a great opportunity to be here 
and to serve our Soldiers,” Horne said. 
“This is the fulfillment of  a Soldier’s dream, 
and I’m incredibly excited to join such a 
distinguished, combat-ready, battle-proven 
warfighting team.”
 Addressing the members of  SMDC/
ARSTRAT, Horne said, “I commend your 
incredible success. You have the greatest, 
most operationally experienced military, 
civilian work force and industry support 
team I’ve seen. Together you have sent Soldiers to war, 
performed beyond expectations in all tasks, gotten every 
Soldier home safely to his or her family and continue to 
support Space Soldiers. All this was done while simultane-
ously converting to our role as the Army component to 
U.S. Strategic Command. This is an incredible set of  feats 
for any fighting force.”
 In looking to the future of  the Space cadre and the 
command, Horne stressed the fact that “this business is 
about people.” He commended the growth of  the com-
mand, and the expanded direction of  the Space cadre to 
include noncommissioned officers and civilians. He praised 
the ongoing joint educational efforts with the Air Force 
Space Command and highlighted the importance of  the 
Ground-based Midcourse Defense program and the Global 
Ballistic Missile Defense System. 
 “The Missile Defense Agency, USSTRATCOM, 
Northern Command, SMDC/ARSTRAT and Air Force 
Space Command have spearheaded this effort together for 
several years, and now amazingly enough, we are only days 
away from putting missiles on alert in defense of  our nation, 
our allies and troops deployed abroad,” Horne said. 
 Horne is a native of  Columbus, Ohio, and graduated 
from Ohio State University with a bachelor’s degree in 
marketing and economics. He holds a master’s degree from 
the Naval Post Graduate School, with a focus on computer 
science and electrical engineering. He is a graduate of  the 
Army Command and General Staff  College and the Army 

War College.
 “We welcome a great Soldier to Colorado Springs as 
your new deputy commander,” said LTG Larry J. Dodgen, 
commanding general, SMDC/ARSTRAT, during his intro-
duction of  Horne. “Col. Horne will do the right thing for 
the mission of  SMDC. There’s a lot of  momentum here 
and a lot of  support for the warfighter,” Dodgen contin-
ued.
 Horne’s most recent assignment was as the TRADOC 
System Manager for Ground-based Midcourse Defense. 
He represented the Army, the commander of  SMDC, and 
the commander of  the U. S. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command in their combined role as the Department of  
Defense lead service for the GMD program. 
 Horne’s past assignments include commander, 1st 
Battalion, 62nd Air Defense Artillery, 25th Infantry 
Division (Light), and assistant executive officer and chief  of  
operations for the deputy commanding general (Futures), 
Training and Doctrine Command.
 As the Army Service Component Command to U.S. 
Strategic Command, SMDC conducts Space operations and 
provides planning, integration, control and coordination of  
Army Space forces and capabilities; acts as a proponent for 
Space and Ground-based Midcourse Defense; is the Army 
operational integrator for Global Missile Defense; conducts 
mission-related research and development; and is the focal 
point for desired characteristics and capabilities in support 
of  USSTRATCOM missions.
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LTG Larry J. Dodgen, left, commanding general, U.S. Army Space and 
Missile Defense Command and U.S. Army Forces Strategic Command 
welcomes COL Jeffrey Horne, the command's new deputy commander 
for operations. Photo by Dennis Plummer
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