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Tip of the Sphere

SPACE SOLDIER
VIES FOR DA TITLE

By Sharon L. Hartman

SPC Matthew Funk from Echo Company, 53rd Signal Battalion, Fort Buckner, Okinawa, Japan performs a night fire qualifica-

tion during the 2005 Department of the Army Non-Commissioned Officer and Soldier of the Year Competition.

ORT LEE, Va.— Flares illuminated the night

sky like fireworks on the Fourth of July and

tracer rounds could be seen blazing across
the hills. Sounds of gunfire, mortar rounds and Soldiers
shouting filled the air, giving a sense that war was all
around. Yet, the only battle going on here was for the
2005 Department of the Army Noncommissioned Of-
ficer and Soldier of the Year titles.

In the hot and humid forests of Virginia, a Space
Soldier from US. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command/US. Army Forces Strategic Command was
one of ten Soldiers battling for the title of DA Soldier of
the Year, during a week long competition Sept. 25-30.

SPC Matthew Funk, a Satellite Network Control-
ler serving with Echo Company, 53rd Signal Battalion
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(SATCON) at Fort Buckner, Okinawa, Japan artived
pumped up and ready for the competition.

“I come from a technologically based MOS, so being
among some of the best ground forces the Army has to
offer is definitely a great opportunity, and I'm willing to
show that SMDC has what it takes to be a part of that,”
said Funk.

SGT David M. Knotts Jt., an Alaska National Guard
Military Policeman serving with the 49th Missile De-
fense Battalion in Fort Greely, Alaska, also represented
SMDC/ARSTRAT for the NCO of the Year title, and
also arrived at the competition ready for anything,

“I really didnt have any preconceived notions of
what the competition was going to be like, so as things
played out, there wasn’t anything that threw me off;” said



Below, SPC Matthew Funk reviews data during the daytime land
navigation portion of the competition.

Right: SGT David M. Knotts Jr., searches an enemy prisoner of war
during one of the warrior tasks of the competition.
Photos by Sharon L. Hartman

Knotts. “In my military careet, I have found that you’re better
off maintaining an attitude of flexibility so when you’re told to
do something, you adjust fire, adapt to the situation and are able
to change to whatever tasks youre given at that time.”

In preparing for this yeat’s competition, senior enlisted lead-
ership in charge of the event chose to modify the schedule with
the biggest alteration being the actual board appearance. Where
in the first three years of the competition, the board was saved
for the last event, this year it was first.

“Having the board first is a good first impression and it
gets all of the stress out of the way,” said SFC Curtis Kimbrell,
last year’s SMDC/ARSTRAT NCO of the Year and this year’s
sponsor for Knotts. “With the board being first, there’s no build
up like there was last year, so I think I would have liked it better.
The sergeants major on that board have no basis to be biased.
They haven’t seen anyone perform in the field, they haven’t seen
how anyone has reacted to getting a “go” or a “no-go.” They
haven’t seen interaction between the competitors.”

Reduced stress or not, it was still a tough event.

“This board was definitely meant to be at the top,” said
FFunk. “Not a Soldier in there is going to get every question right.
I think that’s what it’s designed for — to get a true judgment of
cach Soldier. If you have simple questions and every Soldier gets
it right, you can’t make a proper judgment.”

Day two began before the sun was up with an Army Physi-
cal Fitness Test, followed by a written exam, an essay and day
land navigation. The day’s events finally came to an end well
after the sun went down with the completion of nighttime land
navigation that made for a long day, and night, for competitors.

“I don’t think anyone is going to have any kind of an ad-
vantage whether they’ve done it a million times or they’ve only

done it once,” said SSG Frederick Edison, Funk’s sponsor for
the event. “It only matters that one time when they’re at their
test, so it could be a bad day for this guy who’s a Ranger and a
good day for someone else who does not have as much experi-
ence. Funk has to compete against himself and that’s where I
think the true competition is.”

The following day was filled with wartior tasks including
dealing with an enemy prisoner of war scenario, maneuvering
through a booby trapped lane, providing first aid to a casualty,
assembling an M-16 in blackout conditions and assembling a 50
caliber machine gun.

“Im satisfied with how I performed all the tasks I was giv-
en,” said Knotts. “Regardless of your MOS, your mission or the
unit that you came from, this competition is a challenge for ev-
eryone, but at no time did I feel like I was competing against any
of the other NCOs. It was a competition with me and I think I
performed well.”

The flares across the dark sky began the final day of the
competition at 1:30 a.m. with an M-16 night fire followed by
a pre-combat check in which the competitors were required to
identify seven of 10 deficiencies using only their red-lens flash-
light for illumination. Additional medical tasks followed and a
grueling six-mile road march concluded the competition.

“The events were simulated so well and realistically that it
sticks in your mind,” said Funk. “I think that was what they were
trying to do. Have training that is so real that you don’t forget
it.”

With the events complete, the competitors traveled to Ar-
lington to attend the Association of the United States Army
Annual Conference where the winners were announced during
the opening luncheon. SGT Jeremy S. Kamphuis of US. Army
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Clockwise from top:

SPC Matthew Funk, center, and SGT David M. Knotts Jr., right, review
instructions as they prepare for the next event of the competition.

SPC Matthew Funk, in green, races for the finish line during the run
portion of the Army Physical Fitness Test for the 2005 Department of
the Army Non-Commissioned Officer and Soldier of the Year Com-
petition.

SGT David M. Knotts Jr., reviews a checklist as a Soldier provides

cover during an enemy prisoner of war scenario.
Photos by Sharon L. Hartman
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Left, SGT David M. Knotts Jr., treats a burn victim as part of a warrior task during the competition. Right, SPC Matthew Funk enters settings
on a Precision Lightweight GPS Receiver during another warrior task of the competition. Photos by Sharon L. Hartman

Europe was named the 2005 Department of the Army NCO
of the Year, and SGT Chad H. Steuck from US. Army Forces
Command, who received the defining stripe a month before the
competition, was named the Army’s Soldier of the Year.

Although their names were not announced at the luncheon,
Knotts and Funk did not leave empty handed. All 20 finalists re-
ceived gifts, but the experience and the knowledge gained meant
more to them than any award.

“Now when a Soldier comes to me with an issue, I have a
better knowledge, a better grasp of the resources that are out
there to help them,” said Knotts.

“I have a better understanding of what the Army process is
on how we’re supposed to train. In the long run, what the Army
has invested in me will benefit the Army in that I will be able to
give it back by helping other Soldiers,” added Knotts.

“I think as far as an accomplishment goes, something I
gained from this is a greater respect for what other people in
the Army are doing right now;” said Funk. “It was more hands
on and realistic than I ever imagined. Everyone talks about — a
ruck march or a night fire range and all that stuff like — it’s not
anything, but when you’re doing it, you know what it takes.”

If things go his way, Funk may get the chance to show “what
it takes” again.

“Going back next year to compete as the non-commis-
sioned officer would be great. Having been here this year, the
whole feeling of the unknown is already over with,” said Funk.
“I think definitely after spending all this time training I can’t un-
learn this so I might as well go for it.”

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Several important events will be happening in Colo-
rado Springs this summer. The 2006 U.S. Army Space
and Missile Defense Command/U.S. Army Forces Stra-
tegic Command Noncommissioned Officer of the Year
and Soldier of the Year competition will be conducted
June |3 - |8 with the winners being announced at an
awards ceremony on June 23 at the Wyndham Hotel.

Next will be the SGT Audie Murphy Club board on
June 19 to determine possible inductees into the club.
Points of contact for the SAMC board are SFC Donn
Marcus, 703-602-3866 (DSN 332) or SGT Walker 703-
607-1951 (DSN 327).

Finally, the 2006 Senior Noncommissioned Officer
Conference will be conducted June |9 - 23, at the Wynd-
ham Hotel. POC’s for this conference are SGM Daniel
Rutledge, 703-802-1667 or SFC Cynthia Arrington 703-
602-5372 (DSN 332).

Sharon L. Hartman is a Department of Defense Contractor with COLSA
Corporation, and has served the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command/U.S. Army Forces Strategic Command Public Affairs Office at
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., for six years. She is the senior editor and
technical director for the Army Space Journal and is the managing editor of
SMDC/ARSTRAT'’s worldwide stringer program.
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