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NCO and
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By Ed White
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From left to right, COL Roger F. Mathews, deputy commander for operations, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/U.S. Army Forces Strategic Command with the SMDC/ARSTRAT 2006 NCO of the Year, SGT Stacy-Lyn De La Hoz,

the 2006 Soldier of the Year, SGT Patrick Mann, and SMDC/ARSTRAT CSM David Lady. Photo by Dennis Plummer
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ETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — Four can-

didates up for U. S. Army Space and Missile Defense

Command/US. Army Forces Strategic Command
(SMDC/ARSTRAT) Soldier of the Year and four candidates
up for SMDC/ARSTRAT NCO of the Year vied with each
other over a ten day petiod in June to see who would go on to
represent SMDC/ARSTRAT as Soldier and NCO of the year
at the Department of the Army level competition to be con-
ducted at Fort Lee, Va., Oct. 2-6. They came from around the
wortld, communicators, early warning specialists and missileers
alike, the best of the best in their home units.

They each gave all they had and in the end SGT Stacy-
Lyn De La Hoz of Bravo Company, 53rd Signal Battalion
(SATCON), Fort Meade, Md., was named NCO of the Year
and Soldier of the Year was SGT Patrick Mann of Charlie
Company, 53rd Signal Battalion (SATCON) in Landstuhl, Ger-
many.

For the ten days of competition, the candidates ranged
over  Peterson
Air Force Base
and Fort Catson,
doing prepara-
tory training, get-
ting a basic issue
of field equip-
ment and dem-
onstrating  their
basic Soldier
skills in a variety
of venues. They
were issued, ze-
roed and fired M16s. They ran day and night land navigation
courses. They were tested on wartior skills during STX (Situ-
ational Training Exercise) lanes, they took an Army Physical
Fitness Test, and finally they went before a board composed of
six command sergeants major. The board tested their abilities
under pressure and their abilities to lead.

De La Hoz, who joined the Army from New York State,
said her favorite event was, “the night land navigation. I have
used night optical devices before, but this was the longest
amount of time I’'ve been able to use them. And that was prob-
ably the most fun I've had in a while.”

De ILa Hoz added, “The NCOs who put this competition
together were outstanding, It was a very challenging competi-
tion, very realistic.”

Mann gave his opinion on the quality of the events. “I was
blown away by this competition. And the support they (the
NCOs who ran the competition) gave us was phenomenal! The
STX lanes, the weapons, the land nav, everything was challeng-
ing”

The conduct of the board was the final hurdle in the com-
petition. The way the command’s top NCOs handled it clearly

“Training and developing
leaders is our business!”

— CSM David Lady, SMDC/ARSTRAT

demonstrated both the value and the mission of the NCO
leadership.

The six sergeants major represented about 150 years of
military service. They asked the competitors questions on sub-
jects ranging from military history, drill and ceremonies, admin-
istrative requirements for leading Soldiers, knowledge of weap-
ons and the ability to teach skills to their Soldiers ... things
the competitors need to know at their level of leadership to
conduct the everyday business of being a Soldier.

The sergeants major also critiqued everything from leader-
ship skills, leaders books, paperwork requirements, knowledge
of regulations, how to counsel their Soldiers and the candidate’s
military appearance in a strong and corrective way. They were
using the board itself to continue to train and teach these Sol-
diers a vatiety of lessons.

“Training and developing leaders is our business,” SMDC/
ARSTRAT’ most senior NCO, CSM David Lady said of the
competition. “Every Soldier and NCO who competed here is a
winner. Two will
go on to the next
level of compe-
tition, but every
competitor gave
it everything
they had. And
what has been
accomplished
here is going to
benefit teams of
Soldiers deploy-
ing in support of
warfighters and teams of Soldiers on the OC floors throughout
the world enabling strategic communications. Their teams are
going to be better. The competitors are better. Mission accom-
plishment will be better,” Lady concluded.

Others competing for the titles were for NCO of the Year:
Western Region NCO of the Year, SGT Robert Adanitsh,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 53rd Signal Battalion
(SATCON); European Region NCO of the Year, SSG Donald
Amos, Charlie Company, 53rd Signal Battalion (SATCON); Pa-
cific Region NCO of the Year, SGT Heidi Jugovic, Chatlie De-
tachment, 1st Space Company (TMW). For Soldier of the Year:
Eastern Region Soldier of the Year, SGT Levi Ingersoll, Bravo
Company, 53rd Signal Battalion (SATCON); Pacific Region
Soldier of the Year, SGT Jeanette Padgett, Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, 49th Missile Defense Battalion (GMD);
Western Region Soldier of the Year, SGT Regina Sierra, Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Space Brigade.

Ed White has 21 years experience in military public affairs and
is currently an editorial assistant working for the Future Warfare
Center Directorate of Combat Development to help produce the
Army Space Journal.
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Clockwise from top: SGT Jeanette Padgett, 49th Missile
Defense Battalion, camouflages her helmet during a Situ-
ational Training Exercise (STX); SGT Levi Ingersoll, Bravo
Company, 53rd Signal Battalion, reassembles a weapon
demonstrating his weapons proficiency; SGT Patrick
Mann, Charlie Company, 53rd Signal Battalion, plots his
coordinates for his next point during land navigation; SGT
Robert Adanitsh, Headquarters and Headquarters Compa-
ny, 53rd Signal Battalion, prepares to call in a 9-line mede-
vac for a “wounded” comrade as part of the STX.
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Clockwise from top left: SGT Regina
Sierra, Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company, 1st Space Brigade,
shows a veteran smile after complet-
ing the STX; SSG Donald Amos, Char-
lie Company, 53rd Signal Battalion,
gets in the starting position to per-
form push-ups for physical training;
SGT Stacy-Lyn De La Hoz, left, Bravo
Company, 53rd Signal Battalion, calls
in for indirect fire on the enemy, as last
year’s SMDC/ARSTRAT Soldier of the
Year, SGT Mathew Funk grades her
during the STX; SGT Heidi Jugovic,
Charlie Detachment, 1st Space Com-
pany (TMW) reassembles a weapon
during the weapons proficiency por-
tion of the competition.
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