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 In the wake of  Hurricane Katrina, U.S. Northern Command   
called on members of  U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/U.S. Army Forces Strategic Command (SMDC/ARSTRAT) to 
provide critical Space support to Joint Task Force – Katrina.  One of  
the elements of  the command — the Spectral Operations Resource 
Center [now the U.S. Strategic Command Measurement and Signa-
tures Intelligence/Advanced Geospatial Intelligence (MASINT-AGI) 
Node] — supported relief  efforts by providing a variety of  satellite 
and airborne imagery products. 
 On Sept. 2, members of  the MASINT-AGI Node deployed to 
Camp Shelby, Miss., to provide key planning support in the form of  
commercial and spectral imagery products, to Joint Task Force-Ka-
trina, the task force responsible for relief  and recovery efforts in the 
Gulf  Coast region. 
 A fi ve-person team from the Node took data from commercial 
imaging satellites and turned the data into a variety of  imagery analysis 
products. The products included “before” and “after” views of  areas 
to reveal the extent of  damage. Analysts also analyzed images to iden-
tify what roads were passable and which areas were under water.
 “The MASINT Node created immediate disaster response prod-
ucts that they provided to forces conducting search and recovery mis-
sions,” said Brian Plaisted, an operations planner who supports the 
MASINT/AGI Node. “Their products included current image maps 
of  New Orleans with the individual streets identifi ed. As the rescuers 
were doing the search and rescue, they had a product they could look 
at and say ‘okay, here are the street names’ and know where they were.”  
These maps were critical because search and rescue teams were not 
from the fl ood-affected areas and were not familiar with road names 
or neighborhood streets.
 The path to providing this critical support began after SMDC/
ARSTRAT submitted a list of  capabilities to U.S. Northern Com-
mand’s crisis action team.  On Sept. 1, SMDC/ARSTRAT received a 
Request For Forces specifi cally calling for 24-hour imagery assistance 
in support of  relief  forces operating in the disaster area. The following 
morning, team leader and Joint Task Force-Katrina liaison, LTC Mike 
Foss along with four other SMDC members deployed with equip-
ment and supplies to Camp Shelby. By Sept. 4, the team was up and 
running and producing valuable planning and operational imagery 
products for the rescue and recovery operations.
 While the forward team provided on the ground support to 

Joint Task Force-Katrina, the rest of  the MASINT-AGI Node also 
was busy. A MASINT-AGI Node analyst was a member of  a joint 
team composed of  analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
and the National Ground Intelligence Center to help with analysis of  
data from an airborne hyper-spectral sensor. The sensor was fl own to 
identify environmental hazards that posed a threat to relief  personnel. 
The team’s fi rst priority was gas stations and superfund sites that were 
inundated with water. Their goal was to determine which tanks may 
be leaking fuel into the water, so that responders could focus their 
containment efforts and prevent greater environmental problems. 
 The remainder of  the MASINT personnel provided reachback 
support for the forward deployed Joint Task Force-Katrina team, as 
well as direct support to U.S. Northern Command and other organiza-
tions such as the National Guard Bureau.
 To address one request for support from U.S. Northern Com-
mand, the MASINT-AGI Node analyzed elevation data and current 
imagery to identify helicopter landing zones in Mississippi. The analyst 
used current imagery to identify areas covered with standing water and 
the vegetation cover of  the land.  Combining this information with 
elevation data to identify relatively fl at areas, the analyst then identifi ed 
areas where helicopters could safely land.
 The multitude of  products provided by the MASINT-AGI away 
team assisted users with planning support to determine where to fo-
cus their efforts and potentially save lives. The MASINT-AGI Node 
has also assisted in other disaster relief  situations to include fi ghting 
wildfi res and earthquakes, and tsunami relief  efforts. 
 Although the MASINT/AGI node provides assistance for De-
fense Support to Civilian Authorities missions when requested, its 
primary mission remains providing Space support to the warfi ghter.  
The MASINT/AGI Node continues the former Spectral Operations 
Resource Center mission of  providing products to Space forces to 
include Army Space Support Teams, the Commercial Exploitation 
Teams, Space Operations Offi cers (FA40s) and Space Support Ele-
ments in the new modular divisions.  The Spectral Operation Resource 
Center’s primary focus was exploitation of  commercial and spectral 
imagery.  The MASINT/AGI Node continues this support and has 
added Radar exploitation.  The MASINT/AGI Node will also act as a 
conduit to the remainder of  the Army MASINT National to Theater 
program for the other MASINT disciplines to include Thermal and 
Overhead Non-Imaging Radar products. 
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