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 In the Army promotions are watershed moments. 
One minute a Soldier is subordinate and the next he or 
she is a leader. Or, at least that is how it may look to the 
uninitiated. While these promotions occur with some 
ceremony, there is a certain austerity about them as well. 
The individual receives the new rank and goes right on 
about the business of  defending the nation. 

 One of  the biggest jumps for the individual Soldier 
is from Specialist to Sergeant. As the promotion order 
says, special trust and confi dence is placed in the person 
being promoted. This has taken a long period of  training 
and observation by the leadership before someone is 
entrusted with leading others. It is both an honor and a 
responsibility that is bestowed with the stripes.

“Pin” Stripes

SPC Joshua Foye, (facing camera) was recently adopted into the Non-commissioned Offi cer ranks by promotion 
to the rank of Sergeant in a simple ceremony in Iraq. Foye has clearly demonstrated his potential and is now 
recognized for his efforts. He is a member of the 1st Space Brigade. Photograph taken by MSG Dennis E. Beebe




