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The real P
FC Brent W

ilson stor
y started 

to sink in
to my head

 a little 

bit after 
I fi nished 

with the T
hanksgivin

g dinner d
ishes. My 

wife had g
otten 

a letter f
rom him in

 Iraq duri
ng the sum

mer months
 saying th

anks for t
he 

pounds of 
coffee and

 other goo
d things s

ent to the
 Boys to h

elp keep t
hem 

feeling lo
ved while 

they playe
d around i

n the sand
. It’s a l

ong story,
 but 

the Boys b
elong to t

he S6 of th
e 10th Spe

cial Force
s Group ou

t of Fort C
arson, 

Colo. We l
earned of 

them throu
gh our dau

ghter, Air
 Force 1st

 Lt. Patri
cia 

Rodriguez 
who deploy

ed over to
 Iraq to s

erve with 
them in th

e J6 of th
e 

Combined J
oint Speci

al Operati
ons Task F

orce for t
he Arabian

 Peninsula
.

So Patty 
came home

 for Than
ksgiving 

a few wee
ks after 

her tour 
in 

Iraq and, 
after the 

dishes, sh
owed us a 

little vid
eo montage

 the Boys 
put 

together b
efore she 

left. It h
ad the nor

mal stuff 
proud moms

 and dads 
like 

to see of 
their chil

dren. One 
of the pic

tures, tho
ugh, showe

d Wilson h
id-

ing behind
 sunglasse

s with an 
Army buddy

 and their
 guns. She

 said he w
as 

a hero.  T
he story w

ent along 
the lines 

of a young
 communica

tions Sold
ier 

on watch o
ne day whe

n he saw t
hrough the

 SatCom vi
deo feed t

hat bad gu
ys 

were up to
 no good w

ith a smal
l number o

f American
 troops.  

Wilson cal
led 

in help an
d led the 

Soldiers t
o capture 

four enemy
 combatant

s — and sa
ved 

lives.  Pa
tty went o

n to expla
in how Wil

son regula
rly went o

utside the
 wire 

to show th
e Special 

Forces tea
ms how to 

make all t
he latest 

SatCom and
 Blue 

Force Trac
king gadge

ts work ri
ght.

It was a h
oliday, bu

t the Wils
on story l

ogged into
 my brain 

as a good 

introducti
on for my 

blog on ho
w great Am

erican Sol
diers make

 space wor
k. A 

few days l
ater, a sp

ot report 
arrived vi

a email fr
om one of 

our own FA
40 

Space Oper
ations Offi

 cers - LT
C Victoria

 Miralda -
 hit my in

 box. She 
had 

just hit t
he sand in

 the CENTC
OM area of

 responsib
ility. 

“Mike, fro
m day one 

this Comme
rcial Expl

oitation T
eam, under

 the super
b 

leadershi
p of MAJ R

od Fischer
 and MSG M

arc Acito,
 has made 

its’ mark 
of 

excellence
 bringing 

production
 and emerg

ing techno
logy to ne

w levels o
f 

operationa
l support.

 They have
 set a new

 standard 
of tenacit

y and resp
on-

siveness i
n their co

ntribution
s to the CE

NTCOM thea
ter and Co

alition fo
rces.  

An example
 was when 

the CET me
mbers trav

eled to th
e Internat

ional Zone
 to 

train Iraq
i soldiers

 and gover
nment offi c

als in the
 acquisiti

on and use
 of 

unclassifi e
d commerci

al imagery
. 

“MSG Acito
 had previ

ously trai
ned other 

Iraqi offi c
ials on th

e same ski
lls 

and one of
 his stude

nts from t
he earlier

 class co-
taught thi

s class wi
th 

him. At th
e completi

on of the 
class, MSG

 Acito pre
sented gra

duation ce
r-
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tifi cate 
to the s

tudents.
 He also

 present
ed the I

raqi ins
tructor 

with a 

Trainer 
Certifi ca

tion cer
tifi cate.

 All of t
he stude

nts were
 very pro

ud of 

their ac
complish

ments an
d were a

nxious t
o make u

se of th
eir skil

ls to 

improve 
the secu

rity of I
raqi. Th

is train
ing give

s the Ira
qi force

s the 

ability 
to view 

and mani
pulate c

ommercia
l imager

y for op
erations

 with-

out havi
ng to rel

y on US f
orces.”

The const
ant idea 

between W
ilson and

 CET is s
haring in

formatio
n that 

can help 
with the 

fi ght. The
re is a s

imilar ar
ticle abo

ut the te
am mentor

ing 

the Afgh
anistan 

National
 Army sta

rting on
 page 28 

of this e
dition. 

This pla
nted an i

dea.  

So I had 
lunch wit

h the edi
tors of t

he Air Fo
rce High 

Frontier
 Journal.

  

We came 
up with 

this joi
nt annou

ncement 
as we cl

ose out 
2008: “T

he Air 

Force Hi
gh Front

ier Jour
nal and 

Army Spa
ce Journ

al are e
ntering 

into a 

collabor
ative ef

fort for
 2009. B

ecause a
udiences

 of both
 publica

tions 

share a c
ommon int

erest in 
how space

 issues i
mpact the

 national
 security

 

environm
ent, the

 editors
 of both

 publica
tions ha

ve agree
d to cre

ate an 

article e
xchange p

rogram in
 order to

 share id
eas acros

s their r
espectiv

e 

communit
ies. With

 the inte
nt to bro

aden pers
pectives

 through 
informat

ion 

and idea
 sharing

, we wil
l encour

age our 
readers 

and auth
ors to s

ubmit 

articles
 related

 to our t
hemes.”

The plan
 is just

 now evo
lving, s

o look f
or detai

ls and r
esults i

n

 our 2009
 edition

s.
Mike How

ard
Editor-i

n-chief


