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 Larry Mize //// Bio 

Training 
Insights

Larry Mize graduated from Xavier University with a Bachelor of  
Science in Mathematics in 1973. He entered active service in the 
United States Navy serving a career specializing in Naval Intelligence, 
Aircraft Carrier Operations, Naval Special Warfare (SEALs), and Space 
Operations. He attended French language training at the Defense 
Language Institute and Subsequently served as the U.S. Navy Liaison 
Officer to the Commander French Forces Indian Ocean/French 
Foreign Legion/Commandos Marine in Djibouti. He attended Naval 
Postgraduate School and was awarded a Master of  Science in Space 
Systems in 1986, subsequently serving at U.S. Space Command 
and U.S. Strategic Command. Mize is currently Chief  of  Space and 
Ground-based Midcourse Defense Education Training.

(719) 554-4545;
larry.mize@smdc-cs.army.mil 

 By Larry Mize
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USASMDC FWC DCD an

LTG Kevin Campbell, commanding general, U.S. Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic Command presented the official 
Certificate of  Accreditation signed by GEN Martin Dempsey, commanding gen-
eral, U.S. Training and Doctrine Command, to COL Bruce Smith, Future Warfare 
Center, Directorate of  Combat Development on Oct. 22. The ceremony was 
conducted in the same DCD classroom where FA40 Space Operations Officer 
Qualification Courses are conducted. During the ceremony, LTG Campbell 
acknowledged the monumental achievement and thanked all the DCD training 
professionals recognizing that it took a lot of  personal and professional pride 
to earn this distinction. The 2009 Summer Edition, Vol. 8, No. 2, of  the Army 
Space Journal detailed the U.S. Training and Doctrine Command accreditation 
process, quality assurance standards and DCD preparations that culminated in 
the Institution of  Excellence designation.

“Institution of Excellence”

Future Warfare Center, Directorate of  Combat Development 
is equally proud when its contractor team receives due 
recognition for their contributions to mission success and 
strength in our partnership. Recently, Randy Cash, from 
the Computer Sciences Corporation headquarters office in 
Huntsville, Ala., visited Colorado Springs, Colo. Along with 
FWC DCD, Larry Mize, Chief  of  Training, Cash recognized 
three Computer Sciences Corporation employees.

Deb Harvey and Jim Traverse received Letters of  
Appreciation for their dedication and professionalism that 
contributed to FWC DCD successfully passing U.S. Training 
and Doctrine Command’s accreditation inspection and 
receiving designation as an Institution of  Excellence.

Clem Morris was recognized with Computer Sciences 
Corporation’s New Employee of  the Quarter Award for out-
standing customer service for his support to FWC DCD train-
ing. Chris Berisford, AN/TPY-2 (FBM) course manager 
presented the award. 

Larry Mize and Deb Harvey 

Chris Berisford and Clem Morris

A Successful 
Partnership
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Congratulations to the fifty-two U.S. Army Space 
Professionals and Enablers and one U.S. Marine Corps 
Space Officer who successfully completed their 10-
weeks of  in depth Space education and training. 

Courses for 2010 are scheduled
• SOOQC 10-01: June 7 – Aug. 13, 2010
• SOOQC 10-02: Sept. 8 – Nov. 10, 2010

Space Operations Officer Qualification Course //// 09-02 

Row 1 (left to right): CPT Kai J. Thompson, 1LT 
Steven B. Dunlap, BG Kurt S. Story, CPT Luis 
A. Quintana, CPT Lara J. Suarez, CPT Stephen 
J. Cameron, CPT Leah G. Roberts. Row 2: CPT 
David F. Keithan, MAJ Christopher J. Ortiona, 
MAJ Stephen M. Parrish, CPT Amy K. Sitze, MAJ 
Noel B. Barber, CPT Bret H. Bellizio, CPT Terry L. 
Davis. Row 3: SSG Kevin J. Hardy, MAJ David R. 
Sonnek, CPT David M. Sturgis, 1LT Ryan A. Berry, 
MAJ Scott J. Hartman, MAJ Ronald T. Hinkle. 
Row 4: CPT Matthew J. Cannon, 1LT Rebecca 
L. Durbin, 2LT Yolanda T. Rife, CPT Michael B. 
Palmgreen. Row 5: MAJ Glen D. Blackburn, 
MAJ Jason I. Needler, MAJ Anthony J. Newman, 
MAJ Craig W. Cox, MAJ Jeffrey L. Meeker.

Space Operations Officer Qualification Course //// 09-01 

FRONT TO BACK: Row 1 - CPT Ian P. Sein, 
CPT Rodney H. Gomez, BG Kurt S. Story, MAJ 
William E. Symolon, CPT James T. Edwards Jr., 
MAJ Brian C. Bolio, CPT Thomas M. Amodeo, 
and LTC Charles G. Simpson; Row 2 - LTC 
Joseph E. Touchet, MAJ Yaqui M. Oselen, 1LT 
Kent B. Gneiting, MAJ Linda K. Lewis, CPT Adam 
L. Brink, CPT Randolph W. Leach, CPT James 
Adams, CPT Brian D. Slosman and MAJ David M. 
Briggs; Row 3 - LTC Elizabeth L. Yarbrough, MAJ 
Siegfried J. Ullrich, MAJ Bryan G. Juntunen, CPT 
Gregory E. Hotaling, MAJ Gregory K. Sharpe, CPT 
Kaysteine J. Briggs, MAJ Brian D. Casburn, CPT 
Christopher R. Dziados and CPT Zachary J. Conly.

2009 Army Space 
Operations Officer 

Qualification Course 
(SOOQC) Graduates
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JTAGS Class Graduates //// Class 09-06 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT SPC Seamus Lynch 
(JTAGS-Germany); SGT Chad Raudebaugh 
(JTAGS-Japan); SSG Jason Pitre (JTAGS-
Korea); SGT Robert Hixenbaugh (JTAGS-
Japan); SGT Sean Carrier (JTAGS-Germany); 
CPT Brad Townsend (JTAGS-CENTCOM); 
SGT Matthew Bernat (JTAGS-Germany)

The first hurdle any Soldier being assigned to a Joint 
Tactical Ground Station Detachment must over-
come is the JTAGS-Initial Qualification Training. 
The JTAGS-IQT is designed to provide Soldiers 
with the tools they will need to perform their criti-
cal missile early warning mission. After completing 
seven weeks of  intense training, class 09-06 demon-
strated they were up to the challenge by earning an 
impressive class average of  95.47 percent. Academic 
excellence cannot be achieved by the student’s efforts 
alone, it also requires a team of  dedicated professionals 

to coach, teach, and mentor them. The Cadre for 
the JTAGS-IQT work continually to ensure the  
students are well trained and the course training 
materials are current. The instructors are handpicked 
by the command and have current operational expe-
rience, which ensures the training is relevant, realistic, 
and meets the needs of  the warfighter. The number 
one priority of  the team is to ensure Soldiers are 
trained and sent to the forward sites with the knowl-
edge and skills required to perform their mission as 
JTAGS operators. 

JTAGS Class 09-06 Graduates
By Greg Hatfield, JTAGS IQT Course Manager

JTAGS Training Staff
SGT Clayton Ratliff; Gregory 
Hatfield; SFC Todd Avery; CW3 
Jeffrey Sprague; David Futty; 
Keese Pond; SGT Jesse Jacka


