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i n July 2009, the Chief of Staff of the Army decided to 
have the Army change from a Core Mission Essential 
Task List and a Directed Mission Essential Task List 

to one Full Spectrum Operations Mission Essential Task List 
(FSO METL). The FSO METL applies to Army units of bri-
gade size and larger. The core METL function is full spectrum 
operations – offense, defense, stability/civil support – not 
major combat operations. Units will have only one METL, 
and units will train to only one METL at a time. Having two 
METLs, the Core and Directed Mission Essential Task Lists, 
was confusing for both Soldiers and commanders.  If units 
are employed in a role outside of their designed purpose, 
then they will retain their FSO METL, and add appropriate 
“out of design” mission essential tasks (METs) in order to 
accomplish what the previous Directed METL was used for. 
The Chief of Staff of the Army wants units to do a few tasks 
very well rather than checking the blocks on a “laundry list.”

The Army‘s executive agent for establishing and main-
taining FSO METL is U.S. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command.  The Command’s Combined Arms Center, and 
specifically the Center’s Collective Training Directorate, locat-
ed at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., runs the Army METL Review 
Board twice a year in order to execute this process.  The Review 
Board consists of  seventeen voting members, Commands that 
own brigade sized units and higher that utilize FSO METL, 
and twenty non-voting members, primarily U.S. Army Training 
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and Doctrine Command school houses that provide an advi-
sory role. Once issues have been approved by the Army METL 
Review Board, they will be forwarded to the Home Station/
Deployed Council of  Colonels for review and vetting.  The 
vetted Army METL Review Board results are then forwarded 
through the Commanding General, Combined Arms Center, the 
Commanding General, U.S. Training and Doctrine Command, 
and the Training General Officer Steering Committee to the 
Department of  Army G3/5/7 for final approval and publication.  

U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command is a vot-
ing member since the 1st Space Brigade and the 100th Missile 
Defense Brigade (Ground-based Midcourse Defense) are com-
mands that use FSO METLs.  The U.S. Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic Command’s G-3 
Training, Readiness, and Exercises (TREX) Director is their vot-
ing member.  Since U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command 
is the Army’s executive agent for FSO METL, the U.S. Army 
Space and Missile Defense Command Directorate of  Combat 
Development and specifically, its Collective Training Branch 
runs this process for the command.  As a part of  this pro-
cess, the Directorate for Combat Development’s Collective 
Training Branch conducts all coordination with and submits 
all of  U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command’s issues 
and FSO METL products to U.S. Army Training and Doctrine 

Command’s Collective Training Directorate, Combined Arms 
Center. The Directorate for Combat Development coordinates 
with the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army 
Forces Strategic Command’s G-3 TREX to ensure that all of  the 
FSO METLs are approved through operational channels and 
that, specifically, the 1st Space Brigade and the 100th Missile 
Defense Brigade (GMD) FSO METLs are approved through 
appropriate command channels.  The Directorate of  Combat 
Development’s Collective Training Branch also provides collec-
tive training development guidance and assistance to the U.S. 
Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army Forces 
Strategic Command G-3 TREX and the command’s two bri-
gades for FSO METL development.

Currently, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/
Army Forces Strategic Command has submitted a draft FSO 
METL for both the 1st Space Brigade and the 100th Missile 
Defense Brigade (GMD) to U.S. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command’s Collective Training Directorate, Combined Arms 
Center. Department of  Army guidance was that units would use 
approved Core and Directed METLs until their FSO METLs 
were approved.  Both of  U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense 
Command/Army Forces Strategic Command’s Brigade FSO 
METLs are scheduled for review during the next Army METL 
Review Board, Feb. 23-25, 2010.  

proposed Space Brigade FSO METl
• Provide Space Support (ART 5.6.3)

 - Conduct Network and Payload Control 
 - Operate Satellite Control Facility Support Equipment
 -  Maintain Satellite Control Facility Support Equipment

• Provide Space Control (ART 5.6.2)
 - Provide Space Situational Awareness (ART 5.6.4)

• Provide Space Force Enhancement (ART 5.6.1)
 - Integrate Space Capabilities (ART 5.1.1.5)
 - Synchronize Space Operations 
 - Provide Theater Ballistic Missile Warning Support (ART 5.6.1.5)

• Conduct Command and Control (ART 5.0)
 - Execute the Operations Process (ART 5.1)

proposed Missile Defense (GMD) Brigade FSO METl
• Conduct Ballistic Missile Defense (ART 6.1.6)

 - Conduct Active Missile Defense Operations 
 - Perform Asset Management

• Conduct Critical Installations and Facilities Security (ART 6.5.2)
 - Conduct Critical Installations and Facilities Security (ART 6.5.2)

• Conduct Command and Control (ART 5.0)
 - Execute the Operations Process (ART 5.1.1)

United States Army Combined  
Arms Center makes these  
recommendations for the FSO 
METL of each Brigade. Deletions 
are signified by the red strike 
through and additions  
are highlighted. 


