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t he Army Universal Task List (FM 7-15) is a 
comprehensive (but not all inclusive) catalog 
of Army tasks, missions and operations. The 

purpose of this catalog is to help commanders develop Mission 
Essential Task Lists as a cross reference for tasks and to sup-
plement their core training focused METL or the directed 
training focused METL as required.

The following pages highlight the tasks from the Army 
Universal Task List that pertain specifically to space and missile 
defense. For a complete copy of  the Army universal task list, go 
to http://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/army/fm7-15.pdf.
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Proposed Space and Missile Defense
Excerpt of FM 7-15
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ART 5.1.1.5 integrate 
space capabilities

5-14.  Plan, coordinate, and integrate space-based capabilities and products (national, 
military, and commercial) to support the command and control of tactical planning 
and execution (the military decision-making process and conduct of operations) to 
effectively meet requirements established for mission accomplishment. Coordinate 
across all staff elements to identify space-based asset support. Determine essential, 
specified, and implied tasks from a space perspective in mission analysis. Develop 
space input to intelligence preparation of the battlefield and other staff estimates 
Provide space-based support options, space-based products that support concept 
of operations development, and space-based products that support course of action 
analysis and statements in course of action development Develop space running 
estimate. Coordinate for additional operational space capabilities to support mission 
requirements space-based input to event templates, synchronization matrix, decision 
support template, and communications and sustainment estimates.

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

Space
  Section I – art 5.1   Execute the Operations Process 
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ART 5.6  Integrate Space Operations
5-144.   Space capabilities are integrated thoroughly into the 
force structure to enable Army operations, and are essential 
for mission accomplishment. Staffs down to brigade level 
integrate space capabilities and vulnerabilities into their 
mission analysis process. To ensure the maximum use of 
space, the Army integrates space capabilities into routine 
operations. )

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.1 PROVIDE SPACE 
FORCE ENHANCEMENT

5-145.  Provide space force enhancement to the commander, 
staff, and subordinate units support using space-based 
sensors and payloads. Space force enhancement support 
to the Soldier includes position navigation and timing, 
surveillance  and  reconnaissance,  communication, 
weather and environmental monitoring, and integrated  
missile warning. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.1.1 PROVIDE SPACE-BASED 
POSITION, NAVIGATION, AND  
TIMING SUPPORT

5-146.  Provide position, navigation, and timing support to 
assist the integration of the global positioning system (GPS) 
satellite constellation with user-level equipment. This task 
includes assessing the ability of both friendly and threat 
asset use, assessing and countering threats to friendly use, 
countering threat asset use and identifying requirements and 
coordinating for theater level enhanced coverage. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.1.2 PROVIDE SURVEILLANCE AND 
RECONNAISSANCE SUPPORT

5-147.  Provide intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
support to the Soldier by coordinating and using Department 
of Defense, national, and commercial space-based sensors 
and payloads and by coordinating with  intelligence 
collection management personnel to enhance the G-2 
collection capabilities. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

  SECTION VI – ART 5.6   Integrate Space Operations

Space Continued
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ART 5.6.1.3 PROVIDE SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS SUPPORT

5-148.  Provide satellite communications support through 
coordination with regional satellite communications 
support centers, assessing satellite communications 
requirements and processing necessary requests for 
additional support as required. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.1.4 PROVIDE WEATHER AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING SUPPORT

5-149.  Provide weather and environmental monitoring 
support to maintain situational awareness of space and 
terrestrial weather, solar events and other atmospheric 
events, assess their impacts on space-based sensors and 
payloads, and inform commanders and staff on mission 
impacts. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.1.5 PROVIDE THEATER BALLISTIC 
MISSILE WARNING SUPPORT

5-150.  Provide theater ballistic missile warning support 
to the in-theater commander with fast, accurate theater 
ballistic missile launch, trajectories and impact location 
information. It provides advanced warning and targeting 
data to missile defense batteries for more accurate firing 
solutions. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.1.6 Synchronize 
Space Operations

5-1XX  Provide Army space representation and support 
to the space coordinating authority (SCA).  Assist the 
Space Support Elements (SSEs) in ensuring Army space 
equities are recognized and incorporated into Joint space 
operations. Assist in the joint space planning process and 
development of the space priorities. Coordinate space 
operations through the Army battlefield coordination 
detachment (BCD).  

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.2 PROVIDE SPACE CONTROL
5-151.  To ensure friendly unit access to space to enable 
maneuver forces to benefit from space force enhancement 
and to deny the enemy use of space to contribute to gaining 
and maintaining information superiority as an advantage 
to friendly maneuver operations. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.3.1 Conduct Transmission and 
Payload Control

5-1XX  Provide transmission and payload control of satellite 
communications system constellations for Department 
of Defense and maintain a backup contingency control 
capability through Army-maintained satellite operations 
centers. Payload control is responsible for configuring and 
maintaining the satellite transponders at assigned level. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.3.2 Operate Satellite Control 
Facility Support Equipment

5-1XX  Provide satellite the telemetry, tracking, and 
commanding needed for optimal performance and health 
of assets as well as planning and coordinating the resolution 
of satellite anomalies. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.4 PROVIDE SPACE 
SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

5-153.  Space  situational awareness  includes  space 
intelligence, space surveillance, space reconnaissance, 
space and terrestrial weather monitoring, and space COP. 
In support of the COP, monitor, detect, and characterize 
authorized and unauthorized satellite access on key 
communications platforms maintaining information 
superiority  as  an  advantage  to  friendly maneuver 
operations. In space surveillance, executed space tracking 
and space object identification in support of the space 
surveillance network. Provide space situational awareness 
in the commander’s COP. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)

ART 5.6.5 COORDINATE ARMY 
SPACE CAPABILITIES

5-153.  Plan, coordinated, integrate, and control Army 
space capabilities and force structure to ensure the 
responsive application of space assets in support of the 
warfighter. Space capabilities include the mission areas of 
space force enhancement, space control, and space support 
and space situational awareness. 

(FM 3-14) (USASMDC)



46 Army Space Journal  2010 Winter/Spring Edition 

ART 6.1 EMPLOY AIR AND MISSILE DEFENSE
6-1.  The air defense system protects the force from missile 
attack, air attack, and aerial surveillance by any of the 
following: interceptor missiles, ballistic missiles, cruise 
missiles, conventional fixed- and rotary wing aircraft, 
and unmanned aircraft systems. It prevents enemies from 
interdicting friendly forces, while freeing commanders to 
synchronize movement and firepower. All members of the 
combined arms team perform air defense tasks; however, 
ground-based air defense artillery units execute most Army 
air defense operations. ART 6.1 includes fires at aerial 
platforms by both dedicated air defense systems and non-
dedicated weapon systems. 

(FM 3-27.10) (USASMDC)

ART 6.1.5 PLAN BALLISTIC 
MISSILE DEFENSE

6-18.  Plan and coordinate protection of the homeland 
and operational forces from ballistic missile attack by direct 
defense and by destroying the enemy’s missile capacity. 
Determine essential requirements to achieve mission 
accomplishment using ballistic missile defense weapons 
in a defensive role to defend, detect, defeat, deter, and 
protect. Centralized planning for missile defense includes 
the protection of operational forces in the combatant 
commander’s area of responsibility and destroying ballistic 
missile platforms in flight. Missile defense operations include 
all forces and activities that support active defense, passive 
defense, and attack operations. 

(FM 3-27.10) (USASMDC)

  Section I – Art 6.1   Employ Air and Missile Defense

miSSiLe  
defenSe
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ART 6.1.6 CONDUCT BALLISTIC 
MISSILE DEFENSE

6-19.  Defend an assigned area of interest, friendly forces, and 
infrastructure from ballistic missile attack. Conduct active 
ballistic missile defense operations to negate significant enemy 
missile attack. Missile defense activities are designed to destroy 
attacking enemy missiles exo- or endo- atmosphere, or to nullify 
or reduce the effectiveness of such attack. Conduct destruction of 
hostile missiles per rules of engagement. Provide ballistic missile 
warning support to the warfighter using contributing sensors.  

(FM 3-27.10) (USASMDC)

ART 6.1.7 MANAGE SYSTEM CONFIGURATION
6-20.  Maintain optimal system configuration to support ballistic 
missile defense operations necessary to respond operationally and 
tactically. Identify and minimize degrading effects on readiness 
and maintain directed readiness condition. Be familiar with 
system element’s (to include supporting sensor's) capabilities 
and limitations so the system configuration can be adjusted to 
ensure the optimal defense. Assess preplanned maintenance, test, 
and exercise requests to modify system configuration. Determine 
impact on the ballistic missile defense mission. Approve or 
disapprove requested modification. Ensure approved preplanned 
configuration changes are executed on time. Assess real-time 
(unplanned) system element outage impact on the ballistic 
missile defense mission. Decide or direct relevant information 
to the right person, at the right time, in a usable format, to 
facilitate situational understanding and decision making.

(FM 3-27.10) (USASMDC)

ART 6.1.7.1 Perform Asset Management
6-XX.  Monitor and/or manage changes to assets supporting 
the Ballistic Missile Defense System in order to support ballistic 
missile defense operations necessary to respond operationally and 
tactically. Identify and minimize degrading effects of scheduled 
and unscheduled changes on readiness and maintain directed 
readiness condition. Be familiar with system element’s (to include 
supporting sensor’s) capabilities and limitations so the system 
configuration can be adjusted to ensure the optimal defense.  
Assess preplanned maintenance, test, and exercise requests 
to modify system configuration.  Recommend approval or 
disapproval of requested modification through proper COCOM 
channels. Assess real-time (unplanned) system element outage 
impact on the ballistic missile defense mission. Make appropriate 
changes to the Ballistic Missile Defense System health and status 
or Operational Capability as required. Advise COCOM in 
determining the Ballistic Missile Defense System Capability. 
Decide or direct relevant information to the right person, 
at the right time, in a usable format, to facilitate situational 
understanding and decision-making. 

(FM 3-27.10) (USASMDC)

ART 6.5.7 PROTECT CRITICAL 
FACILITIES AND SYSTEMS
(NOTE: Proponent for ART 6.5.7 is the Military Police School)

6-74.  Use protective measures to prevent or reduce the 
effects of enemy hostile acts (such as sabotage, insurgent 
actions, and terrorist attack) against unit critical facilities 
and systems designated as Site Security Level-A or Protection 
Level I. Protective measures include conducting local security 
operations, protecting individuals and systems, preparing 
fighting positions, preparing protective positions, employing 
protective equipment, reacting to enemy direct fire, reacting 
to enemy indirect fire, reacting to enemy aerial attack, 
reacting to a terrorist incident. 

(FM 3-27.10) (USASMDC)

  Section V – Art 6.5   Conduct Operational Area Security


